
 

Webinar on "Wildlife and its Conservation" organized by HIMCOSTE 

'Wildlife Week' is celebrated every year in India from 2
nd

- 8
th

 October. The aim of Wildlife 

Week is to make people aware about protection of wildlife. In addition, the Government of India 

established an Indian Board of Wildlife, which works to raise awareness about conservation of 

wildlife. Wildlife plays an important role in balancing our environment.  

HP ENVIS Hub, Himachal Pradesh Science, Technology and Environment Council 

(HIMCOSTE) celebrated "Wildlife Week" through online keeping in view the Covid-19 

epidemic. The event was organized through a webinar on the theme "Wildlife and its 

Conservation" and was attended by 100 participants. 

Dr. Aparna, Coordinator, ENVIS, hosted the webinar and briefed the audience about the 

significance of wildlife week. Ms. Tilottama Varma, IPS, Additional Director, Wildlife Crime 

Control Bureau(WCCB), Government of India, Dr. Savita, I.F.S., Principal Chief Conservator of 

Forests (HoFF), H.P. Forest Department, Shimla and Dr. Arindran Gopala, Director-IGCMC, 

World Wildlife Fund (WWF) were the eminent speakers of the webinar.Speaking on the 

occasion, Dr. Savita said that the Himachal Pradesh Forest Department has taken many steps to 

provide relief to the people of the state from monkey menace.She also said that the steps taken 

for the rejuvenation of Ganga have been very effective and now it will be replicated for 9 other 

major riversystems of the country. 

Ms. TilotamaVarma cautioned that according to an Organization comprising of 150 members of 

the United Nationsillegal about one million species of wildlife will become extinct in the next 

few years.  Illegal trafficking is one of the biggest threat. In the international market illegal 

wildlife trade & illegal timber tradeis about forty billion dollar business. India is a prosperous 

country for flora and fauna and from here many animals are trafficked to Southeast Asia and 

China. Major species among theseinclude; Tiger, Tibetan antelope (Chiru), pangolin, snakes, 

turtles and butterflies. The Wildlife Crime Control Bureau is playing an important role in curbing 

the illegal trade of these organisms. She asserted that smugglers are using very modern methods 

and weapons and to deal with thisproblem different departments have to come together. 

Dr. Arindran Gopala gave detailed information about various techniques used in wildlife 

tracking such as radio, GPS, satellite, camera, radar, drone, acoustic, VHF tracking, conservation 

genetics, artificial intelligence and IoT. Students, researchers and officials of Forest Department 

participated in this webinar which lasted for about 2 hoursand was highly appreciated by them. 

The questions raised by participantswere answered by the experts in very simple language. All 

experts emphasized that conservation of wildlife is a collective responsibility and each and every 

citizen should be made aware about it.  

 

 



 

Some Glimpses through Images 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Media Coverage 

 

Source: Amar Ujala        Dated: 09.10.2020 

Source: Divya Himachal        Dated: 09.10.2020 

Online Links: 
http://www.himshimlalive.com/?p=54910 
 

https://himachalabhiabhi.com/latest-news/threats-to-survival-of-these-wildlife-including-himachals-snow-

leopard-and-snake.html 
 

https://khabarhimachalse.com/2020/10/08/हिम्कोस्ट-द्वारावाइल्ड/ 
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